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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 282 46 12.4 75 61.3 9.8
2 765 46.2 13.5 75 61.6 26.7
3 1818 44.8 12.7 75 59.8 63.5
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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1. Religious Authority

You must explain, exemplify and comment on the different ways specific types of religious
authority influence religious believers and be able to evaluate the extent to which any religious
authority can be considered really authoritative in the 21st century.

(a) Examine in detail different ways in which specific types of religious authority influence 
religious believers. [45]

(b) ‘In the 21st century religious authority is no longer respected.’
Evaluate this statement. [30]
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Sticky Note
By making use of this key word from the question the candidate is clearly signposting how they are responding to the demands of the question. The content has been focused and accurate. 

Sticky Note
The candidates correctly names and places into context the first source of religious authority that they will examine.

Sticky Note
A detailed introduction where the candidate clearly identifies the parameters for their response. This is good practice as it allows the candidate to have a point of reference for structuring their response and it alerts the examiners as to what to expect from within the answer.



Sticky Note
An accurate reference to a pertinent scholar supports the candidates examination of the identified religious authority further. Candidates cannot gain Level 6 or 7 at A2 unless they make references to either scholars or schools of thought. It is recognised good academic practice to support academic work of any kind by reference to appropriate sources.

Sticky Note
Again a signpost for a different type of influence that the identified form of religious authority has.



Sticky Note
Contrasting views are used with good effect here. Referring to different scholars further underpins the academic validity of the candidate's response.

Sticky Note
Highlighting a specific group from within the religious tradition meets the requirement of representing 'diversity of views' which is a characteristic of all higher level responses at A2.



Sticky Note
Again, the key word, 'influence' is clearly stated and ensures that the candidates response remains relevant to the demands of the question. Regular repetition of such indicators help to ensure that candidate provides a clear explanation of the subject matter - a requisite factor for Level 6 or above.

Sticky Note
A second type of religious authority is now identified. 

Sticky Note
The candidate misses an opportunity to expand here. Further clarification of the cited example would be deemed good explanation.



Sticky Note
Another type of religious authority is identified.





Sticky Note
The candidate is awarded Level 6 as their answer is 'fairly full' and states key facts and ideas accurately and clearly. There is good evidence throughout and diversity of views and scholarly opinion. Further detail and explanation, with even more sophisticated commentary, would have been needed for this candidate to access the higher level.

Sticky Note
The context provides explanation but making use of the word 'influence' rather than 'sway' would have ensured the candidate was entirely clear in terms of responding to the question.













Sticky Note
The immediate response is generic and the candidate would have benefited by providing contrasting evidence in terms of specific examples from religious traditions, to support their assertions.

Sticky Note
The candidate makes an immediate response to the question.



Sticky Note
Again assertions are made which are accurate for some, but not all, communities within Judaism. The analysis is therefore only appropriate in some respects.

Sticky Note
The complexities of how Judaism believes that the Torah can respond to many of the challenges of the modern world are not addressed by the candidate here, revealing a lack of understanding of the complexities of modern Jewish scholarship.



Sticky Note
A pertinent reference to scholarly sources to support the argument. This is good practice.



Sticky Note
The candidate misses an opportunity to address the complexity of views relating to this issue. The assertion made is generic.

Sticky Note
The candidate is considering different views with these responses, although there is only partial success in applying them accurately to the wider sphere of human experience, as several of these assertions are not adequately supported with sufficiently strong evidence.



Sticky Note
A solid appreciate in terms of the candidate addressing the main issues. However, the answer lacks the sophistication obvious in part (a) and does not do enough with specific references to the complexity of views to access the higher levels.

Sticky Note
It is essential at A2 to provide a conclusion. Starting the conclusion in this way makes it unequivocal for the examiner that the candidate is doing precisely that!
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2. Religious Experience

You must explain, exemplify and comment on the nature of different types of religious experience
and be able to evaluate whether an understanding of the nature of God/Ultimate Reality can be
reliably gained through a religious experience.
(The term ‘Ultimate Reality’ is used as an alternative for ‘God’ to allow for a non-theistic
perspective.)

(a) Examine in detail the nature of different types of religious experience. [45]

(b) ‘A religious experience is not a reliable way to understand the nature of God/Ultimate 
Reality.’
Evaluate this statement. [30]
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Sticky Note
A superb introduction to the essay where the candidate clearly recognises and establishes the main concerns relating to the identification of religion and thereby religious experiences. Accurate references to scholars also underpins the academic rigour. of this work.

Sticky Note
Professor Ninian Smart was male. Many candidates appear not to realise this. It would be helpful for centres to point this out to their candidates.



Sticky Note
Commentary and exemplification are presented at a very high level here. This is very good practice.

Sticky Note
Phrasing and choice of terms are suspect here. Using terminology accurately is a skill which is rewarded but inaccurate application of specialist terms demonstrates a lack of clarity in understanding and should therefore be avoided.  Clear communication is the key to success in any A level response in Religious Studies.



Sticky Note
What follows is a mature and thorough treatment of the work of William James. The appreciation that there are various interpretations of his work, as well as understanding the context of James' own investigations shows both thorough knowledge and mature understanding - this is highly characteristic of an excellent Level 7 response at A2.

Sticky Note
Contrasting the work of scholars meets the diversity of views criteria within the level descriptors and is requisite for higher level responses.





Sticky Note
This response demonstrates continuously high level commentary on the question. It exemplifies excellence throughout and the application of scholars and relevant illuminating examples all underline the depth of understanding that the candidate clearly has with regards to the subject matter.



Sticky Note
An outstanding script. The quality of communication, the accuracy of the information, the directness of the answer all show a candidate who deserves high credit for excellent work.

Sticky Note
The candidate clearly deals with a range of types of religious experiences and is able to critically comment on all of them.















Sticky Note
Making very good use of knowledge gained from elsewhere within the suite of options at A2 in Religious Studies, this candidates successfully evaluates a point of view made by Kant to underline the enquiry for the remainder of the essay.

Sticky Note
An excellent opening to an evaluative question - the candidate is stating parameters for dealing with the issue by identifying a key question in the debate.





Sticky Note
Continuously contrasting the views of scholars meets the criteria set at Level 7  'Different views......are analysed and evaluated perceptively.'





Sticky Note
Clearly introducing a conclusion signposts to the examiner that this aspect of the evaluation is being completed. It is requisite for a top level AO2 response that a clear and appropriate conclusion is drawn.

Sticky Note
Accurate use of specialist terminology to support the evaluation.



Sticky Note
One of the best responses seen. The candidates maturity in terms of their understanding of the subject and the theme of Religious Experience within Religious Studies is superb. The answer is completely focused, extremely comprehensive and, as already stated, mature. It fully meets the criteria at Level 7. The standard set here should be emulated by any candidate who wishes to attain the highest level in this subject.
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3. Life, Death and Life after Death

You must explain, exemplify and comment on specific religious teachings about the nature and
purpose of life and be able to evaluate whether the way that religious persons live their lives is
entirely influenced by their belief about life after death.

(a) Examine in detail specific religious teachings about the nature and purpose of life. [45]

(b) ‘Belief in life after death is the single most important influence on how religious believers 
live their lives.’
Evaluate this statement. [30]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

























Sticky Note
This candidate has poor grammatical ability. This should be carefully managed by centres as poor expression can affect the effectiveness of the candidate communicating ideas clearly - resulting in lower credited assessments.

Sticky Note
Capital letters for names and specific theological events (i.e. The Fall) should be addressed properly. 

Sticky Note
The wording of the question was 'religious teachings', but this candidate (in common with many others) does not address the question. The candidate assumes that religious beliefs and religious teachings are synonymous - which they are not. Whilst there is clearly a link between the two, they are not the same. Calvin's doctrine was assumed within the religious teachings of some Christian denominations but not all. This is a point that the candidate should be expected to make at this level.

Sticky Note
The candidate states, in appropriate terms, the parameters of their essay. However, they do not specify precisely which areas of study within Religious Studies that they are going to be specifically referring to (it is stated in the January guidance that it is good practice to state the areas referred to).



Sticky Note
Again, diversity of opinion on this matter shows that the candidate is addressing the criteria for higher level responses.

Sticky Note
Appropriate quotations support the candidates point.

Sticky Note
The explanation of Calvin's teachings are clearly and accurately stated.

Sticky Note
Here the candidate makes an observation that there are diverse views within Islamic teaching. This is requisite for all higher assessment levels awarded. 





Sticky Note
Islamic teachings?

Sticky Note
Calvin's ideas are effectively lifted from the A2 Philosophy specification with no adaptation for this particular question. The candidate risks only partially addressing the question if this is maintained with other aspects of the question. All information must be clearly and directly related to the question asked, otherwise it cannot be given the appropriate credit.



Sticky Note
The candidate now contrasts the philosophical teachings of Christianity with the viewpoints of the religion of Sikhism. Whilst not expressed in a sophisticated manner, the points are accurate and the candidate begins to address the question via a breadth of different areas.

Sticky Note
Appropriate counter views are provided.



Sticky Note
Applying the text to the ethical behaviour of the religion clearly shows a good level of understanding on behalf of the candidate.

Sticky Note
Reference to Biblical teaching is now used to support the candidate's response to the question. 



Sticky Note
Contrasting the teaching of two world religions demonstrates the candidates understanding of the diversity of views. Again, this addresses the criteria for the highest levels.

Sticky Note
Accurate quotations support the candidate's point.

Sticky Note
The candidates response continues to draw upon a wide variety of sources - thereby addressing the 'breadth' criteria of the the higher levels.



Sticky Note
The candidate clearly signposts where they are addressing the distinct elements of the question (i.e. 'Nature' and 'Purpose'). This helps to assess how well they are addressing the question, in terms of balance. This candidate's ability to draw on a wide range of sources enables this to be done effectively.



Sticky Note
Diversity of views on the teachings relating to the self within Hinduism help the candidate to meet the criteria for the higher levels. The expression is not sophisticated but the accuracy of the information is and represents that the candidate has a thorough understanding of the information and how it relates to the question.



Sticky Note
Further information, supported by scholarly opinion, shows that this candidate has a mature understanding of the demands of the question and is responding to them well.



Sticky Note
This is then further contrasted with another religious tradition.

Sticky Note
Referring back to Christianity the candidate supplies more information  that meets the criteria of well-chosen evidence.



Sticky Note
The candidate does not have the most sophisticated expression in terms of their grammatical ability. That is clear. However, the sheer amount of information, accurately recounted and applied to the question - balanced between both aspects, is a testament to a candidate whose thorough knowledge and understanding deserves reward from the highest level.



Sticky Note
The inclusion of additional information is only to be used where the candidate believes that they have not sufficiently addressed a point in the main body of the essay. Overuse suggests disorganisation of thought and can actively work against a coherent presentation on the subject matter. This is not the case here however.









Sticky Note
Evaluative point with appropriate comment. 



Sticky Note
Contrasting point, supported with evidence from a scholarly viewpoint.

Sticky Note
A further evaluative point with appropriate comment.



Sticky Note
A clearly stated conclusion is requisite for all AO2 responses. Higher levels can not be awarded without it.

Sticky Note
A far briefer consideration of this aspect of the question. However, the included material provides sufficient evidence that the candidate has just met the criteria of Level 5 in that they have addressed the issue of the question and have considered different views - albeit with only some appropriate analysis and comment. Further detail would have been required for an award at this or higher levels.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


RS4 HE - RELIGION AND HUMAN EXPERIENCE 
 


Mark Scheme - Summer 2014 
 
 
Candidates may be expected to be familiar with a selection of the issues listed, depending 
on the combination of units they have studied.  However, the content listed is not exhaustive 
and due credit will be given for all relevant material. 
 
Answers are marked according to the quality of knowledge, understanding and skills 
demonstrated in relation to the generic level descriptors.  The depth and breadth of 
knowledge and understanding demonstrated must be considered in relation to the numbers 
of areas of study to which reference is made.  For example, a detailed answer from one area 
and a less detailed answer from two or more areas may of equal overall quality and would 
be credited accordingly. 
 
1. (a) Examine in detail different ways in which specific types of religious 


authority influence religious believers. 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
  Examination, exemplification of and comments on ways specific types of 


religious authority are used to influence believers e.g. sacred writings; 
religious leaders, special religious experience, conscience, religious 
traditions, religious institutions, etc. - used as source of beliefs; basis of 
teachings; answers to ultimate questions of life; basis for ethical decisions; 
basis of liturgy; use of scriptures to seek advice or inspiration; following the 
example of respected founders/prophets/leaders; obedience to codes of 
practice/rules/commandments/religious superiors, etc.  Candidates may look 
at the question in terms of impact on individuals, rather than religious 
believers in general - this is entirely acceptable and should be credited 
appropriately.  (Some candidates may also make this distinction between the 
two groups).  Expect a variety of types to be examined and illustrated for 
Levels 6 and 7. 


   AO1 [45] 
 
 (b) 'In the 21st century religious authority is no longer respected.'  Evaluate 


this statement. 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
  Evaluation of relevance of religious authority in 21st century.  Expect 


reference to be made to the increased role of sacred writings in 
fundamentalist religious groups (also significance of religious leaders, etc.)  
Conflict between secularisation processes and suppression of religious 
groups resulting in promotion of religious authority within religious groups, rise 
of NRM's, etc.  Alternative arguments may highlight the dilution of religious 
authority in western world and removal of religious authority from state law, 
(i.e. communist and humanist based political systems, etc.)  Other arguments 
may focus on the role of personal conscience, traditions, church, state of 
mediation, Holy Spirit, special revelatory experience) as forms of religious 
authority that retain their relevance in perpetuity, etc. 


   AO2 [30] 
 








© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


92 


2. (a) Examine in detail the nature of different types of religious experience. 
Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited: 
Examination, exemplification of and comments on the nature of different types 
of religious experience.  These may include individual forms such as 
mysticism, conversion, personal prayer, sense of awe and wonder, of inner 
peace and/or release or they may also include communal forms such as 
institutional worship, religious rites of passage, mass pilgrimage.  Some forms 
(e.g. charismatic and paranormal phenomena) may be in either category 
depending on what aspects presented.  Expect a variety of types to be 
examined and illustrated for Levels 6 and 7. 


AO1 [45] 


(b) 'A religious experience is not a reliable way to understand the nature of 
God/Ultimate Reality.'  Evaluate this statement. 
Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited: 
Evaluation of the reliability of religious experience in understanding the nature 
of God/Ultimate Reality, on the one hand, they should point out problems 
surrounding verification, objectivity and interpretation of such experience etc.  
On the other hand, candidates may argue that religious experience (e.g. 
conversion, answered prayer) has a unique revelatory immediacy, greater 
impact on an individual or faith community than any cerebral factors etc.  
Credit should also be given for consideration of relative reliability of other 
factors leading to understanding of God/Ultimate Reality (e.g.) sacred writing, 
religious rituals, tradition, reasoning). 


AO2 [30] 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


4 








© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


92 


3. (a) Examine in detail specific religious teachings about the nature and 
purpose of life. 
Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited: 
Examination, exemplification of and comments about the nature and purpose 
of life.  Relevant ideas include humanity as being Divinely created as 
opposed to being the product of chance, mind/body debate (materialism, 
idealism, dualism), concept of the soul and spirituality, need for identity and of 
community, human sin, sanctity of human life, free will/determinism, 
nature/nurture debate, concept of stewardship of the world, faith, reason 
debate, Aquinas' primary and secondary precepts and four cardinal virtues, 
preparation for after-life or further existence (in relation to resurrection, 
reincarnation, moksha, mukti, samsara, Sheol, judgement, eternal life), etc.  
Expect a variety of teachings addressing both nature and purpose to be 
examined and illustrated for Levels 6 and 7. 


AO1 [45] 
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 (b) 'Belief in life after death is the single most important influence on how 


religious believers live their lives.'  Evaluate this statement. 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
  Evaluation of the influence of belief in life and death to how a religious person 


lives their life.  Consideration of at least two other factors which influence 
individual behaviour (e.g. upbringing, tradition, reasoning, societal norms, 
personal experience, sacred writings, as well as consideration of belief in life 
after death) is expected for Levels 6 and 7.  An answer which is confined to 
merely demonstrating the importance of the signified belief must not be given 
more than Level 4.  On the one hand, candidates may argue that belief in life 
and death has greater influence on behaviour than other beliefs and factors 
because of its permanent/far-reaching consequences.  On the other hand, 
they may argue that other factors are of equal or greater influence as they are 
more tangible, cause instant pressure and more authoritative. 


   AO2 [30] 
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